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The Newsletter is sponsored for you by Thorpe on the Hill Parish Council 

The next edition will be at the beginning of April and any contributions are welcome. Cut off date for 
submissions will be Friday 22nd March. Anyone who would like to contribute to the magazine 
please do so through viewfromthehillpub@gmail.com or, if you wish to place an advert,  then email 
Chris.abrahams@btinternet.co.uk . 

View from the Hill 
Thorpe on the Hill News 

  

Issue No 144 - February/ March 24 
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Hi Everybody  
 
Hi everybody. Welcome to the first edition of 2024!! 
Hope you all had a good Christmas and a Happy New Year. Slowly the daylight 
hours are extending and before we know it Spring will be here.  
 
 
Thankyou to all this issue’s contributors, and hope you enjoy the newsletter. 
 
As usual there are the regular social events: 

• Umbrellas Community Cafe which is the first Friday of each month….p3,  

• Book club… contact details p 5 

• On page 9 there’s an update on FREE car parking passes for Whisby for all 
Thorpe residents. 

• Ladies and Gents nights at the Railway Inn details p12 

• Hopefully there will be a village walk in February…date to be arranged. 

• Also there are opportunities to volunteer at the Scouts, details p 17 

• And if you want to try out bowling, details are on p 22 

• On page 16 is an update on the proposed Solar Farm action group, and con-
tact details if you wish to get involved. 

 
 
And to finish off, a couple more photos from the fantastic New Year’s Eve celebra-
tion at the Railway Inn  
 
Sylvia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
viewfromthehillpub@gmail.com                            Sunrise at Whisby 

From the Editor 
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Umbrellas Community Café 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next café is on Friday, 2nd February at 9.30 a.m. 

 

Cold and winter weather generally means staying in the warm, and the 
best days are with a good book.  Did you know we have a mobile li-
brary which comes to the village each month, parking on the corner of 
School Lane and Lincoln Lane.  Next visits are 10:30 on 15th February 
and 14th March. 
The van is usually stocked with a good selection of books, or you can 
order online from the Lincolnshire-wide library system to reserve 
something for pick-up:  https://prism.librarymanagementcloud.co.uk/
lincolnshire  

Failing that, James, our local librarian, will always recommend some-
thing for you. 

The Village Library 

https://prism.librarymanagementcloud.co.uk/lincolnshire
https://prism.librarymanagementcloud.co.uk/lincolnshire
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ThReds Walk 65 

The Annual Night Hike 

(21st December, 2023) 
Another wet weather route change 

 

Although normally our most popular 
walk, the numbers were lower for this 
year’s Night Hike, probably because of 
the appalling state of some of the local 
footpaths after the heavy rain. Fortunate-
ly, the paths at Whisby drain very well 
so, for the second walk in a row, we 
changed our route and took the safe op-
tion. We set off from outside the school 
at about 5.00 pm but soon after 6.00 the 
pull of the Railway became too great. 
Walking was abandoned and we made 
our way to the marquee where we en-
joyed a hearty Christmas meal washed 
down with some excellent beverages. 

 

After discussion, it was agreed not to set 
a date for the next walk until the condi-
tion of the footpaths improves. Hopefully 
we should be back in action in February. 
However, the photograph shows the 
Trent Valley Way near North Clifton. The 
path is on the raised bank, the Trent is in 
the foreground. 
 
 

  

Love your Parish - ThReds Walking Group 

 
For more information contact me at tonymagri949@btinternet.com 

mailto:tonymagri949@btinternet.com
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Book 56 

Dandelion Soup by Babs Horton 

(7.5/10) 

(12th January, 2024) 

 

The book we read over the 
Christmas period proved to 
be a popular choice from 
Jenny and Lawrie who were 
also our excellent hosts for 
the afternoon. 

There was general agree-
ment that the book was an 
easy read and humorous. The group en-
joyed the strong and well described 
characters and the clear descriptions of 
the various locations in Ireland and 
Spain. Most found the ending to be too 
contrived and complicated and had to 
read it more than once to even begin to 
understand the way all the threads come 
together. 

Other comments included  

“a gentle read”,  

“historically inaccurate”,  

“an original plot”,  

“too many coincidences”,  

“a rollicking story”,  

“not my cup of tea”. 

Most scores were 8 or more with only 
two below 7. A definite thumbs up from 
the group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The main foods described in the book 
were the preparation of sardines for can-
ning (the removal of the heads, tales and 
guts), and the Dandelion Soup with its 
very unusual soup recipe as follows  

This made themed snacks very difficult. 
To overcome this problem our hosts pro-
vided a recipe card for the soup and 
some unopened cans of sardines. We 
actually ate some delicious cheeses, 
pate and more. 
 

Our thanks to Jenny 
and Lawrie for an-
other very enjoyable 
afternoon. 

 

The next book is Grey Bees by Andrey 
Kurkov 

 
For more information contact me at: 
 
tonymagri949@btinternet.com 

Love your Parish - ThReds Book Club 
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Making Room for Wildlife 
Wildlife at the Eric East Lake 

Nature in Turmoil 

This quote is from an article on the BBC 
website in late December. 

“The loss of predictable weather pat-
terns is "causing chaos" for nature, ac-
cording to the National Trust.” 

“It warns climate change is upsetting the 
regular rhythm of the seasons, making 
plants and wildlife more susceptible to 
disease.” 

The evidence is all around the village 
and in our gardens. In December we 
had roses in bloom and in January we 
had a self seeded cowslip in flower in 
our lawn. 

 

At the Eric East Lake 

In early December, after the snow, I 
walked round the lake and was con-
fused by what I saw on the ground. 
There was snow and there were leaves 
but I couldn’t under-
stand why this 
looked so unusual. 
As far as I can ever 
recall, leaves have 
never been on the 
snow, the snow co-
vers the leaves. This 

happened because the autumn was so 
mild that the leaves clung on for much 
longer, until the cold, which accompa-
nied the snow, caused the leaves to fall. 

Catkins were appearing in early Decem-
ber. I took these photos in late Decem-
ber. 

 

Although moles are active in winter, it is 
normally in late winter and into spring. 
Fresh mole hills appeared regularly in 
December - I took this photo later in that 
month. 

 

 

 

Love your Parish 
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Elsewhere 

At the top of Clay Lane, towards the end of 2023, a 
bramble was in flower and was bearing blackber-
ries. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why? Again from the BBC website: 

“The year 2023 has been confirmed as the warm-
est on record, driven by human-caused climate 
change and boosted by the natural El Niño weather 
event. 

Last year was about 1.48C warmer than the long-
term average before humans started burning large 
amounts of fossil fuels, the EU's climate service 
says. 

Almost every day since July has seen a new global 
air temperature high for the time of year, BBC anal-
ysis shows.” 

Storms - The Eric East Lake 

You will have noticed that storms are named alpha-
betically. For this season the storm names are: Ag-
nes, Babet, Ciaran, Debi, Elin, Fergus, Gerrit, 
Henk, Isha, Jocelyn, Kathleen, Lilian, Minnie, Nich-
olas, Olga, Piet, Regina, Stuart, Tamiko, Vincent 
and Walid. No storms begin with the letter Q, U, X, 
Y and Z to comply with the international storm 
naming conventions. 

At the time of writing, the most recent storm was 
Henk ie the 8th since September. No doubt your 
gardens have suffered from the strong winds and 
relentless rain - for 2023, we had about 150% of 
our normal annual rainfall and most of that fell from 
September to the end of the year. No trees have 
fallen at the lake but many branches have broken 
off. 

 

And the island is submerged. 

Fencing - The Eric East Lake 

It will soon be time to remove more of the redun-
dant fencing on the northern edge of the site before 
it becomes overgrown with the brambles again. I 
hope to provide more information in the next issue. 

Murmuration 

We are very fortu-
nate to have star-
lings roosting in the 
reed beds at Whitby 
Nature Park. As a 
consequence, mur-
murations are not 
uncommon in the 
winter and this pho-
to, sent to me by a village resident, is a prefect ex-
ample. They can contain many thousands of star-
lings - an estimated 25000 on this occasion. 

Connectivity 

I have been invited to talk to the Eagle and Swine-
thorpe Parish Council about Wildlife Friendly Com-
munity status. I am hoping to do the same with 
Doddington and Whisby Parish Council. This could 
really open up our potential connectivity from our 
gardens, fields, hedgerows, school, church, Golf 
Centre and so on to four adjacent villages. I’ve esti-
mated this to have an area of about 10 square 
miles. Google tells me that’s over 3600 football 
pitches! 
 
tonymagri949@btinternet.com  

Love your Parish 
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Technically, just outside Thorpe’s parish in 
Eagle’s.  This very grainy print of a photo-
graph appeared some years ago in the house 
magazine ‘Wyvern' of the Midland Railway 
Trust which is a preserved railway running 
steam and diesel trains near Butterley in Der-
byshire.  The centre preserves and operates 
all things related to the Midland Railway 
which was, until the nationalisation of the rail-
ways to become British Railways in 1948, 
was the railway which ran through Thorpe on 
the Hill from Lincoln to Newark.  The old sta-
tion site was at Thorpe's level crossing on 
Station Road with the Railway Inn opposite 
and the Stationmaster’s house on the other side of the road.  The former Goods Yard is now the 
site of Alpha Concrete’s operations.  The original brick-built weighbridge cabin, now in a very di-
lapidated condition  (but, surely, worthy of some TLC and preservation?), still stands at the en-
trance, which is just over the railway crossing on the right as you go towards Whisby Cross-
roads.   

 
 
Whilst Station Road had a 'proper' signal box (on the left on the Thorpe side next to what is now 
the Railway Inn’s car park), the level crossing over Eagle Lane west of Thorpe beyond Eric East 
Lake and turning to Scotland Farm) only had the little hut with the levers to operate the signals 
(called a Ground Frame) as shown in the picture.  The gates would have been opened and shut 
by hand - all day and night!  The house by the railway (on the left just after crossing the railway 
when going to Eagle from Thorpe) was the original house provided by the Midland Railway for 
the crossing keeper.  Later, in British Railways’ time, a new bungalow was built (on the right just 
before the crossing) to replace the old one.  Both are now of course privately owned as all the 
crossings were automated with automatic barriers in c. 1986 and personnel were no longer re-
quired to operate them. 

 
Interestingly, further along the line at Swinderby Station, 
the old signal box and arrangement still survives, with 
the signalman operating the levers inside the box and 
then having to come out of his cab to shut and open the 
gates - again, any time of the day or night when a train 
was due!  A somewhat  incongruous scene in this mod-
ern age when the latest, state of the art LNER Lincoln - 
Kings Cross train comes by. 

 
Apparently, the Midland Railway Trust acquired the levers (German pattern turnover levers, we 
are told) from this crossing (and from the next level crossing towards Newark at Eagle Barns-
dale), presumably when the crossings were automated with automatic barriers.  The photo 
shows the crossing keeper, Mrs Widworth operating the crossing on 30th May 1972. 
 
The Midland Railway Trust would be very interested in any additional information.  If you have 
anything you can add, please let us know via the VFTH Editor.  

 

Gordon Kobish 

Thorpe-on-the Hill - History 
The photo shows the crossing keeper, Mrs Widworth 

operating the crossing on 30th May 1972. 



WEST END ‘SLOW’ GIN COMPETITION  

3rd JANUARY 2024  

After a lovely Christmas it was time for the “ West End “ folks to have a rummage in the 

pantry to see what might be a prospective winner and be best of the best SLOE GIN 

Some say it’s the wine of the gods .. some say its common hedge row tipple but here in 

Thorpe-on-the-Hill the local fruit have a wonderful appeal. Each and all have their se-

crets .. wait till the frost hits them or pop them in the freezer overnight .. that hidden un-

pruned blackthorn .. the bit of hedge near the leaky water tap and dare I say it the early 

morning stroll to quietly add a bit of liquid fertiliser ! Now some do say that is verging on 

cheating but when the nectar is sampled and pronounced a delight the provenance slips 

into morning mist !  

This year saw 9 entries vying for the honour of the prestigious West End Cup. 

In 9th position Was a gallant try from three times medal holder and hugely experienced 

Bon Vivant .. Gordon with his Farnley Gin 

No 8 Was Bob’s ’19 bottling. A little muzzy on the palate perhaps but a splendid colour 

and wonderful shape in the glass.  

No 7 Was a newcomer to the tastings .. somewhat lacking in presentation but would 

make a decent pre-prandial offering if decanted carefully.  

No 6 was Bob’s well received ’20 bottling .. should be drunk soon as beginning to loose 

its shine. A delight to see this one again  

No 5 Was an amuse bouche from Annie and as expected a curious after taste of malt. 

Maybe a finer filter would have improved but even so .. delicious.  

No 4 Was Bob’s alternative ’20 bottling treating our taste buds to an array of subtle fla-

vours. The maturation in the sheep barn was novel but very successful . Then for the 

medal winners  

No 3 Was Oliver’s ’21 pick from the cellar. A modest number that will get even better with 

leaving undisturbed in a dark quiet place  

No 2 Was again from Oliver’s cellar and this time the ’22  

No 1 Finally we had the wonderful mouthful of Bobs ’23 A young offering but full of prom-

ise and with care and attention will be very special. Gorgeous colour nutty .. almost al-

mond .. complex flavours to delight the connoisseur It was most interesting to see that the 

younger offerings were received with favour. It will also be interesting to see if these will 

improve in quality and depth as time goes by.  

It’s been suggested that the West End Sloe Gin Competition is based on the premise that 

after drinking a dozen samples the one left standing should be pronounced the winner. 

May I enlighten the readers by stating that the panel of judges are all experienced, unbi-

ased and of sober good character. ‘Slow’ correspondent … OC  

Love your Parish 
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What a great start to term we have had! 
2024 is certainly going to be a good 
year! 

The end of term finished with a whole 
school trip to the panto and carols 
around the tree at the church. We also 
had a Christmas event organised by 
Friends of School which raised nearly 
£800 and every child got to meet Father 
Christmas. 

Since being back, we have embraced 
our new topics with gusto! Year 5 are 
looking at the Arctic Tundra and have al-
ready produced some amazing artwork 
of the Northern lights.  

Year 3 have been designing and making 
snappers – characters with moving parts 
and snappy mouths to the rest of us!  

Year 2 have started their topic on pirates 
and made hardtack – pirate bread – it 
was not popular with everyone! 

Year 4 have started their topic on the di-
gestive system and teeth which has in-
volved making a model of this system 
and designing and making healthy 
snacks to help our teeth!  
 
Year 1 have started their topic on 
transport and are looking forward to hav-
ing some real modes of transport in 
school later in the term!  
 
Our Reception class have started the 
term by looking at Epiphany and some of 
the traditions associated with this cele-
bration. Finally Year 6 have a topic about 
climate and change and are now looking 
at whether Thorpe on the Hill can make 
a difference – they are currently looking 

at whether a wind farm would work in our 
village! (Hypothetically at this point alt-
hough they are open to any visitors from 
the village with strong opinions who 
might want to talk to them so please get 
in touch!) 
 
Are you still looking for a school for your 
child? Did you know that our Reception 
class has at least three fulltime adults, 
an enclosed large covered outside space 
and there is access to Breakfast Club 
every day from 7.30am and after-school 
care until 5.30pm – all of our children 
love Breakfast and After-School Club! 
 
We hope that prospective parents can 
see what we are all about at St Michael’s 
and we welcome you to have a look 
around.  
 
Please contact the school on  
 

01522 681923  
 

or  
 

enquiries@stmichaels.lincs.sch.uk  
 
and we will be happy to help you. We 
have spaces in some year groups, so 
why not get in touch and come and see 
what makes St Michael’s such a special 
place to grow and learn! 

St Michael’s Church of England  
Primary School 
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St Michael’s Church of England  
Primary School 
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The PC convened a public meeting in 
the Oliver Roper centre on 10th January. 
It was well attended and the discussions 
productive. The agenda was as follows: 

• Explain the background to the pro-
posed development. 

• To set out the benefits and disad-
vantages of the development to res-
idents. 

• To explain the Parish Council’s posi-
tion on the development. 

• To help residents decide their own 
position on the development. 

• To consider actions for residents 
who do decide to oppose the devel-
opment. 

Representatives from several of the af-
fected local villages to the south of 
TOTH have met in the last few months to 
co-ordinate responses to the proposal. 
Other groups who are opposing similar 
schemes elsewhere in the county have 
also been contacted. They recommend-
ed setting up an Action Group, inde-
pendently of Parish Councils, and made 
up of active residents who can be more 
agile and responsive to time pressures, 
than typical PC’s. Such a group would 
be able to hold a bank account and to 
raise money to pay for leaflet drops, a 
website, posters, and potentially external 
professional expertise. 

Anyone who is interested in being part of 
a Fosse Green Action Group should con-
tact the Parish Clerk on her email:  

tothparish@gmail.com. 

Anyone who missed the meeting can 
view the presentation on the Parish 
Council website where a section is de-
voted to the Fosse Green Solar Farm 

The image below shows the scale of pro-

posed solar farm, which if it were placed 

on Lincoln would cover the city. 

 

Fosse Green Solar Farm 

Solar Farm Update & Action Group 
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Hello, 

I don’t know whether it is age, or just the rhythm of life, but we have only just fin-
ished clearing up from Christmas, and already with this article looking towards the 
6 weeks of Lent, starting with Ash Wednesday on February 14th.  I suppose many 
will be planning romantic gifts for their partners, and it is right to do so.  Our love 
we give, and receive from our partners is so precious.  Our loved ones can often 
empower us with their touch, presence or a simple word. 

 
With this in mind I suppose it is appropriate to celebrate Ash Wednesday on the 
same evening, as it is a celebration of another aspect of love.  It starts our focus on 
the destructive behaviours that led to Jesus crucifixion, our failure to love.  Where-
as, his non violent loving approach led him to confront those behaviours, with the 
resultant crucifixion. 

 
During Lent we will renew our understanding of how we live out that loving faith, 
both in our services but also our weekly Lent Study Group.  These will take place 
on a Wednesday afternoon at 2pm in Eagle Church vestry, as it is the easiest to 
heat!! 
 
Please do join us for these sessions, if you can, and let if challenge you on how 
you can live a loving life. 
 

 

As ever 

Andrew 

St Michael and all Angels 
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Our  Church Wardens  
Felicity Jenkinson on 07949654855 and Bob Sheldon on 685810 

Our Treasurer  
Chris Abrahams on 698208 

 
We are now pleased to say that all administration for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals is being 

dealt with at North Hykeham. 
 Please contact: 

Sally Long,  Parish Office  (Monday to Friday 9am - 12pm) 
North Hykeham,  Lincoln.  LN69AB  Tel:  883100 

Tel: 883100  or email: sallylong@nhallsaints.co.uk 
 

Bell Practice 
Tues Evening Bell ringing lessons 7.30pm - 9pm 

Please contact:  Sandra Underwood on 07710 762458 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to any of these services irrespective of which village 
you live in.  

Dear Friends, 
  

As you know we have a great team who work very hard in maintaining our churchyard as a place of beauty, and 
where families can go to remember loved ones who have gone before. Our aim is to make the churchyard one that 
honours the departed, but is also a symbol of new life and hope, hence the tremendous work on the wildflower 
meadow. 
  
Part of this work also involves maintaining the churchyard within the guidelines set by the Church of England, guide-
lines that we are expected to follow.  In reviewing these recently we realised, that, with all that has been going on 
over the past 2-3 years these have slipped a little and in the coming months we will need to get on top of these. 
  
The main areas that we need to address are:- 
  
1.  Artificial flowers are only allowed between October and March, and must be cleared by the end of March.  From 
next March any such items that are not removed, we will remove from graves. 
  
2. A number of people are leaving ornaments, mementos on graves as a semi-permanent memorial.  Sadly, unless 
they are ones that have appropriate permission, either via myself, or a Faculty signed by the Diocesan Chancellor, 
technically they are not allowed.  However, we do recognise that so often it is important to express our love for a 
departed loved one, that we accept such outpourings are important.  To facilitate those expressions of love we sug-
gest that any mementos be removed after two months from the funeral, again if family are unable to do so we will 
remove those items, obviously with respect and dignity. 
Please could you help us with adhering to these regulations we are guided by, so that we can maintain the church-
yard as a special place of beauty. 

St Michael and all Angels 

4th February 11.00 morning Prayer 

11th February 16.00 Evening Prayer 

14th February - Ash Wednesday 19.00 group Communion at Swinderby 

18th February 9.30 Holy Communion 

    

3rd March 11.00 Morning Prayer 

10th March 16.00 Evening Prayer 

17th March 9.30 Holy Communion 

24th March - Palm Sunday 
10.30 Palm Sunday Procession & Communion Group Ser-
vice at Swinderby 

28th March - Maundy Thursday 19.00 Communion and Stripping of Altar 

31st March Easter Day 10.30 Group Communion North Scarle 
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Well, it’s safe to say that the weather has not only been a challenge for us all over the last few 

months. The kind of continually stormy and wet weather we saw throughout the latter half of 2023 

also has some dire effects on the natural world as well as our own. 

You may notice a number of stress points showing in nature as 

you walk around green spaces, from fallen trees taken out by 

high winds and deluges of rain to masses and masses of de-

ceased earthworms being visible at the surface of sodden 

ground. Our wardens have been hard at work making sure the 

nature reserve is as accessible for people as possible, digging 

drainage channels to clear paths of standing water and repair-

ing large holes. But while the absurd weather can cause prob-

lems, we’ve also been able to see more positive seasonal as-

pects of nature in all its glory. While absent last winter, the 

murmurations returned in December boasting dancing flocks of 

Starlings some 25,000 strong. Visitors to the site at the right 

time have been blessed with sightings of Bitterns around Grebe 

Lake and a Great White Egret has also frequented Thorpe Lake 

throughout the winter so far. 

We’ve also had a great end to the year for our education and en-

gagement work. We celebrated 75 years of Lincolnshire Wildlife 

Trust in 2023. And in true form our Junior Wardens celebrated 

both the anniversary and the end of their year of hard work in style 

with fancy dress and games. Their 2023 programme was put to-

gether with them, as is the 2024 programme, as we engage and 

encourage our young people to be part of shaping their own expe-

riences and training. If you know any young people aged between 

11 and 18 who want to develop practical skills in protecting nature 

then point them towards our website or get in touch with our team here to join our ranks. 

However, good things aren’t just behind us but also coming up, and not just for the kids. We’re 

proud to announce that we’ll be hosting monthly training courses from Whisby Education Centre to 

teach adults specialist nature-based skills, from Hazel Coppicing and Tree Identification to Sus-

tainable Foraging and Wood Whittling. All details for how to book onto our upcoming courses and 

workshops can be found on the events page of the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust’s website (see be-

low). 

There’s so much to come here at Whisby in 2024 so we’re looking forward to seeing you here for 

our fabulous events and to see the splendid spectacles.  

Stay wild! 

Sam Reast – Education & Community Officer 

 

Interested in seeing what’s on and coming to an event?  

Visit www.lincstrust.org.uk/events to find out more 

Starling murmuration seen over Grebe Lake dur-
ing December (photo by Lynsey Woods) 

Whisby Junior Wardens celebrating 75 years 
of Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust (photo provided 
by Junior Wardens) 

Whisby Nature Reserve & Education Centre 
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 Thorpe on the Hill Bowls Club 
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 Thorpe on the Hill Bowls Club 
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In Chinese Five Element theory, based 
on the Dao De Ching and on their obser-
vation of the natural world, winter is a 
time of stillness. A period of rest, peace, 
and calm in the cycle of life. Those short 
days and long dark nights are a time to 
guard our reserves by staying warm, eat-
ing well, and looking inward. It is very 
easy to find this time a bit of a slog – in-
deed Blue Monday has just gone by! I 
don’t know if it is a coincidence that the 
colour the Chinese associate with winter 
is blue, but the idea that this is the time 
to be a bit reflective certainly resonates. I 
love the image of the moon reflecting on 
frozen water – clarity and light from dark-
ness. We trust that spring will follow win-
ter just as day follows night. 

The element associated with this time of 
year is water. At the beginning of Febru-
ary, I will be leading a workshop for the 
East Midlands Kidney Cancer Support 
Group – it’s a great time to be helping 
them to learn new skills for rest and re-
laxation. 

In a few short weeks the sunset will be 
discernibly later. The birds are already 
more active, more colourful and more 
vocal. The energy of spring is like a 
bursting forth – an impulse to move into 
action. Spring is an expression of hope 
and new life. 

In our village taichqigong class, the 
movements of the forms we practice 
work with the body both from an Eastern 

perspective, and in terms of Western 
anatomy and physiology. The slow gen-
tle movements can improve balance, de-
velop strength and stamina, and promote 
sleep. The mindful way of doing them 
promotes calm and a feeling of ground-
edness. 

 

 

 

 

Getting Down to Earth 
 

“If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?”  

Percy Bysshe Shelley, Ode to the West Wind 

Come and try a session – all are welcome. 

Classes are at Oliver Roper Mondays 10-11.00 

For more information contact Barbara 07733 396891 bbshiatsu@gmail.com 
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Thorpe on the Hill - Parish Council 
Thorpe on the Hill Parish Council 

Parish Councillors  
Cllr Bindley (Chair)   Cllr Bramford (Vice chair) Cllr Ives 
Cllr Sheldon MBE    Cllr Williams    Cllr Owen 
Cllr Lyons 
Parish Clerk:  Kerrie Vickers 
Parish Council email: tothparish@gmail.com 
Parish Council website: www.thorpe-hill.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk 
 

− Portfolio holders 

Whisby Quarry Liaison meeting - Cllr Lyons and Vacancy 
Whisby Nature Park Steering Board – Cllr Sheldon MBE  
Finance - Cllr Bramford 
Allotments - Cllr Lyons 
Tennis Court – TBA 
Staffing Committee - Cllrs Lyons, Bindley and Vacancy 
Lake Management Committee—Cllrs Lyons, Sheldon MBE, Bindley and Vacancy  

 

Parish Council Meetings 
 

All Parish Council meetings will  be held at the Oliver Roper Parish Centre com-
mencing at 7pm. The dates are advertised on the notice board and via the Parish 
email circulation list. If you are not on the list please email the Parish Clerk and re-
quest to be added. You can ask for your email to be removed at any time.  
 

Local Police and District and County Councillors are also invited to attend. The 
agenda and minutes of the current meeting are available on the Parish Council 
website and, on request, from the Parish Clerk.   
 

The Parish Council welcomes members of the public to ask questions or make 
short statements to the Council during public time at the start of the meeting. 
 

 

Oliver Roper Recreation Tennis Court 

If you would like to use the Tennis Court please contact the Parish Clerk,  

email: tothparish@gmail.com    

A £10 deposit for the key is refundable. Please note the court can only be used for 

tennis, not other ball games. 

North Kesteven District Councillors and County Councillor 

NKDC, Mitch Elliot email: cllr_Mitch_Elliott@n-kesteven.gov.uk 
NKDC, Peter Overton email: cllr_peter_overton@n_kesteven.gov.uk 
LCC, Alan William Briggs email: cllra.briggs@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

mailto:tothparish@gmail.com
mailto:cllr_Mitch_Elliott@n-kesteven.gov.uk
mailto:cllra.briggs@lincolnshire.gov.uk
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There have been three meetings since the last issue of VFTH. Full minutes for all 
meetings are available, when approved, on the PC website. 

LAKE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 15th NOVEMBER 2023 

• A section of dilapidated fencing was removed on a trial basis and several difficulties were 
identified; this will be looked at again in Spring 2024. 

• The budget was approved, and expenditure approved for the purchase of spring bulbs. 

• The latest inspection report was received, and it was agreed that the Scouts could reinstate 
their life ring on a permanent basis. 

• Councillor Lyons agreed to investigate the erection of a depth maker in the lake and report 
back to the next meeting. 

• Verbal reports were received from the Wildlife Group, the Scouts, and the Fishing Club. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 6th DECEMBER 2023 

• The latest financial report was approved. 

• Actions to deal with the tenders received for the ORPMR extension were agreed. 

• It was agreed to hold a public meeting to discuss the Fosse Green Energy proposal on 10th 
January 2024. 

• The quote to demolish the fence between the playground and 2 Westfield Drive was accept-
ed. Work to commence in Spring 2024. 

• The payment limit on the Unity Trust bank card was increased to £1500. 

• It was agreed that an additional Unity Trust savings account be opened to comply with the 
FSCS. 

• The Bowls Club risk assessment was adopted, and the new Bowls Club license agreed. 

• It was resolved; to adopt the Parish Council Risk Register, to not increase ORPMR hire 
rates, to approve all the grant applications received and, that Councillor Bindley would re-
spond to the request for observations on the proposals for the North Hykeham Relief Road. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 6th DECEMBER 2023 

• The latest financial report was approved. 

• The budget and precept for 2024-2025 were approved. 

• Feedback was received from the Fosse Green Energy public meeting on 10th January 
2024. Volunteers for residents interested in joining an Action Group are being sought. 

• Work has commenced on the Bowls Club pavilion repairs. 

• It was resolved to move £50,000 to the new saving account with Unity Trust Bank. 

• It was resolved to proceed with the ORPMR refurbishment, using the Builder who submitted 
Tender A. Procedures for managing the project were approved. 

• The Publication Scheme was adopted. 

Thorpe on the Hill - Parish Council 
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What time is 

the next bus 

to Lincoln? 

What bin is it 

this week? 

How do I 

report a 

pothole? 

Find the answers by Googling: 

Thorpe on the Hill  

Parish Council 

Established for over 40 years 

Funded places available 

Rated ‘GOOD’ by Ofstead 

Fees: £14 per session 

We offer a safe, stimulating and 
caring environment where your 

children can learn and play 
together. 

Contact Stacey on 01522 694049 
thorpe.playgroup@googlemail.com 

www.thorpeonthehillplaygroup.co.uk 
 

mailto:thorpe.playgroup@googlemail.com
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Contact Chris at: 

chrismartinuk@supanet.com  

Mobile 07850 418744                                
                                                                                                                

CHRIS MARTIN 
Painter & Decorator 

Builder 
 

Specialising in all aspects of work to properties, including Kitchen & 

Bathroom Fitting, Tiling, Joinery, Plastering and much more. 
 

No job too small, so call now for a free quote & friendly advice 

 

Home Improvements                                                 Property Repairs 

mailto:chrismartinuk@supanet.com
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View from the Hill     
Business Advertising  

 

Rates    

                         
Full Page 

£84 per year 
Half Page  

£48 per year                       
Quarter Page  
£33 per year                                           

One Off Half Page  
£15 per advert 

One off Full Page 
£25 per advert 

************************* 

For more details 

Please contact 

Chris Abrahams 

01522 698208 

chris.abrahams@btinternet.com 

Useful Telephone No’s 
 

 

Richmond Medical Centre 

01522 500240 
 

Newark Rd Surgery 

01522 537944 
 

Bassingham Surgery 

01522 788250 
 

Bassingham Pharmacy 

01522 789307 
 

NHS Dental Helpline 

01522 515386 
 

Lincoln County Hospital 

01522 512512 
 

NSPCC Helpline 

0800 800 5000 
 

NKDC Environmental Health 

01522 699699 

Oliver Roper Hall Hire 
 

The Oliver Roper Parish Meeting Room 

is available to hire during the day or 

evenings.  
 

Availability can be seen on the Parish 

Council website. 
 

Hire fees 
 

Village Groups and Registered Charities. 

£8 per hour. 

Village Residents £10 per hour. 

All Others £13 per hour. 

There is a £5 surcharge for bookings 

continuing after 10pm. 

 

Please contact: 

orpmbookings@gmail.com 

 

Mobile Library 
 

 

Mobile library Visits to Thorpe are on 

the following Thursdays. 

 

15th February 

14th March 
 

 

From 10.30 to 11.00  

In Lincoln Lane 
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Love your Parish  
Craft and Natter 

The group meet once per month 
in the Oliver Roper Centre, 7pm 
until 9pm. Your first meeting is 
free, and then after that a small 
subscription of £2, to cover hall 
rental.  

 

Next meeting dates: 

 

 

 
January 29th 

February 26th 

March 25th 

April 29th 
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Work Guaranteed 

Collection & delivery service usually available. 
 

Petrol & Diesel cars & light commercials 

Mechanical & Electrical repairs, tyres, clutches, exhausts etc 

Crypton computerised engine tuning and Diagnostic Analysis 

Now offering Lincolns ONLY  

fuel diagnostic, cleaning and repairing service 
 

Vehicle Rental Service now available 
Cars, Vans & Mini Bus Hire:  Short and Long Term Hire available 

 

Competitive Prices  -  Call or email Tony for a quote! 
Email: tonyfeather@feathersvehiclerental.co.uk 

FEATHERS GARAGE & 

VEHICLE RENTAL 
Motor Engineers 

Thorpe on the Hill, Lincoln, LN6 9BE 

01522 681467 

Email: feathersgarage@hotmail.com 

 

Croft Carpets 

Croft Carpets 

Curtains, Roman Blinds, 

Pelmets, Swags & Tails,  

Tie-backs and loose covers 
 

Expert design advice 

With 25 years experience. 
 

Free quotation-no obligation. 
 

Clients can provide fabrics or  

choose from my extensive range 
 

 

NATASHA TOULSON 

Tel: 01522 810710 

Or mobile: 07941 830420 

ABSOLUTE 

INTERIORS 
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 Gary Taylor 

N.D.A. 
 

All aspects of tree  
and hedge work  
undertaken 
 
 

*  NPTC Qualified 
 

*  Fully Insured 
 

*  Domestic and  
   Commercial 
 

 
24 Fosse Lane 
Thorpe on the Hill 
Lincoln 

LN6 9BE 

Taylor 
Tree Services 

 

Mobile: 07845 720099 

Tel: 01522 685690 

Email 

Gary.taylor.10@gmail.com 

TECH CLASS 

Technical Support  
Consultancy 

 
Do You Need Tech Help? 

 
Need help making sense of your PC 

or Mac, Laptop, Tablet or Mobile? 
 

Having issues with your Internet, 
Email, Software or Hardware? 

 
We offer support for all kinds of  

technology! 
 

Professional and Friendly  -  Tuition, 
Support and Guidance. 

 

Appointments at your home. 
 

James McCarter 07783 231196 

contact@techclass.co.uk               

www.techclass.co.uk 

SING, 

DANCE 

ACT 
 

Come and join in the fun! 
Ages 3-15.  Saturdays 10-12.30pm 

at  Swinderby Village Hall 

Musical Theatre classes taught by friendly 

qualified teachers. 
 

BALLET   TAP   JAZZ 
Classes on Tuesdays from 4pm 

at  Swinderby Village Hall 
 

For more information please call: 
Danielle  -  01522 696100 

Please visit: www.dancelincoln.co.uk 
 

Branches in Swinderby, Wellingore,  
Coddington, Nettleham, Welton,  

Skellingthorpe and Sturton. 
 

Principal: Mrs D. I Ward F.I.D.T.A. A.I.S.T.D. 
41 Grandifield Way, Nth Hykeham,  

Lincoln  LN6 9NZ  
 

Tel: 01522 696100 or 791898  
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